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The Portuguese and Portuguese descendant
community in the United States

Portuguese immigrants and descendants in the USA in the 215t century is a result of the
Luso-American Development Foundation (FLAD)’s will to deepen our knowledge of the
current demographic and socioeconomic profile of the Portuguese and Portuguese
descendant community in the United States. The purpose of the infographics presented
here is to showcase the main findings of this study, which was carried out by six researchers
under the coordination of Alda Botelho Azevedo (ICS-ULisboa). The study can be read, in full,
on FLAD’s website.

This is one more step within FLAD’s mission to strengthen the Portuguese American
community and bring the diaspora closer to Portugal.

This community currently has around 1.3 million people (five years and over), most of
whom are Portuguese descendants. Being made up mainly of generations who were born in
the United States does not imply that it is more distant, as it opens up unique opportunities.

Today, the community is fully integrated in the American society, present in different
sectors of activity in the US, as this study shows, and every day it contributes to
strengthening the ties with Portugal.

The study also shows the importance of the Portuguese language, which is key to FLAD’s
activity within the community. By analyzing the data within four groups — immigrants with
and without US citizenship, and Portuguese descendants who speak and who do not speak
Portuguese —, the study allows us to know the specific data for each group, while at the same
time revealing the profile of the community as a whole.

This allows us to learn, for instance, that the number of Portuguese descendants who
speak Portuguese is growing and that this group has a higher education level than the rest
of the community. In this context, the use of the Portuguese language, together with the
identification of ancestry, remain crucial elements in the preservation of a common cultural
identity.

We also learn about the current geographical distribution of the community. While the
largest population of Portuguese immigrants and descendants continues to live in New
England, we are witnessing a geographic dispersion of the community and a growing trend in
states such as Texas and Florida, where new opportunities for contact are emerging.

These are just a few examples of how reading this study can inspire action for and
initiatives with the community, helping to identify both opportunities and areas that require
our attention. Above all, we hope that this will be a tool at the service of all those who share
with FLAD the goal of strengthening the Portuguese American community and, through it,
the relationship between our countries.
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PORTUGUESE IMMIGRANTS AND DESCENDANTS IN THE USA

Who they are

In 2016-2020, there were 1.3 million people born in Portugal or with Portuguese
ties (5 and over). These were divided in four different groups.
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TREND AGE EDUCATION
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PORTUGUESE IMMIGRANTS AND DESCENDANTS IN THE USA

Where they are

In 2016-2020, there were 1,272,040 Portuguese immigrants and descendants (aged 5+)
living in the USA. They are present in all states, but their distribution is uneven
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THE LARGEST CLUSTER Massachusetts
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PORTUGUESE IMMIGRANTS AND DESCENDANTS IN THE USA

How they live

A snapshot from 2016-2020 of some aspects
of the daily lives of Portuguese immigrants
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These infographics are based on the study Portuguese
immigrants and descendants in the USA in the 21st Century,
2023
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